Experimental studies in distal urinary acidification: bringing the bedside to the bench.
The renal tubular acidosis syndromes are nonuremic defects of urinary acidification. They are characterized by a normal anion gap and hyperchloremic metabolic acidosis; plasma potassium may be normal, low, or high, depending on the syndrome present. As new technologies have been applied to biology, we now better understand the basic lesions of these important syndromes.